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FIRE!

Fire claims the lives of over 5,000 people each year in the United
States. Fire also causes thousands of disabling injuries, millions
of dollars of property damage and countless lost jobs each year.

Know the dangers
Flame, heat, and smoke are the obvious fire dangers. Other
dangers include:

♦ Suffocation 

♦ Toxic vapors

♦ Explosions.

You can prevent fire and its deadly damage
when you:

♦ Eliminate fire hazards

♦ Learn how to respond quickly and properly to a fire.

Use the information in this booklet to help you prevent fire.
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FIRE 
—A Chemical Reaction

Fire develops when 3 elements create
a chain reaction:

❑ Fuel—solids
(combustibles like
paper, wood, rags),
liquids (solvents,
gasoline, oil),
flammable gases
and vapors.

❑ Oxygen—The greater
the concentration of
oxygen, the brighter
the blaze and the more
rapid the burning. Try
to reduce extra sources
of oxygen.

❑ Ignition source—
such as sparks,
arcs, flames, or
sources of heat
that could cause
vaporization.

Keep these 3 elements from
coming together!

PREVENT FIRESPREVENT FIRES

3



4

Workplace 
FIRE EMERGENCY!

❑ Know your escape
route 

Your employer is required to
have an emergency evacuation
plan. Learn escape routes from
all of your work areas. In
a real fire, dense smoke
may reduce your vision
and the lights may be out.

❑ Fire drills are
important 

Know the sound of
emergency alarms in
your facility. Pay attention
during drills so you know
what to do and where
you are to report.

❑ Act fast

If you spot a fire, activate
facility alarm systems.
When an alarm sounds,
get out immediately
according to your
escape plan.

If time permits your
plan may tell you to:

◆ Warn others

◆ Turn off equipment

◆ Close non-escape windows
and doors.


